
Ouachita Mountain Hikers Overnight Hike 

Tuesday Oct. 6
th

 to Thursday Oct. 8
th

 

 

October’s overnight hike will be the Eagle Rock Loop.  This trail offers the 

longest loop trail in Arkansas.  It is a combination of the Little Missouri, the 

Athens-Big Fork and part of the Viles Branch Trails.  This trail travels through the 

southwestern portion of the Ouachita National Forest.  Trail difficult ranges from 

easy to most difficult.  The trail has numerous river, stream, and creek crossings 

and travels over 9 mountains. 

Eagle Rock Loop has a lot of steep and vigorous vertical climbs.  One section 

alone crosses six ridges in eight miles, each between 500’ to 800’.  The numerous 

river and stream crossings should not be too bad in early October unless some 

unseasonal rains occur.  Many experienced hikers consider the Loop a test of 

hiking skills and about the most difficult Arkansas has to offer.  The Loop is a great 

hike with scenic vistas, a large volume cascading water fall, beautiful bluffs at the 

Albert Pike Recreation area and Winding Stairs with its rapids / boulders.   

We will hike the Loop in the following manner.  The plan will allow us to 

hike the more difficult parts in the morning of each day. 

Day 1 - Forest Road 106 East TH to Little Missouri Falls  8.3 miles 

Day 2 - Forest Road 106 West TH to Little Missouri Falls  9.0 miles 

Day 3 – Forest Road 106 West TH to Forest Road 106 East TH 9.4 miles 

 This hike will require good footwear, water shoes, bug spray, sun screen, 

cap/hat, good supply of water, and trail food.  It would be recommended to have 

trekking poles.  Since the spring and summer growth has not been beaten down 

by winter weather, long pants would probably be a good choice but not required.   



            We will meet each day at 8:30 a.m. at the Albert Pike Recreation area just 

across the bridge on the right (north side).  Bathroom facilities are available 

unless the Forest Service closes them prior to our arrival.   

 Mileage   Hot Springs Village to Hot Springs  25 miles 

    Hot Springs to Glenwood   32 miles 

    Glenwood to Albert Pike   21 miles 

    Glenwood to Daisy    15 miles 

    Daisy to Albert Pike   16 miles 

 

Current mileage reimbursement is 7 cents per mile.  The mileage above is 

to assist in calculating the pay to those driving.  Driving to the trailhead from 

Albert Pike will be determined by actual odometer reading.  In advance, we 

appreciate those who assist with shuttling hikers.   

Eagle Rock Loop Overnight Lodging 

We will be staying in the Daisy, Arkansas area on or near Lake Greeson.  There are 

plenty of lodging and camping sites available, all within a few miles of each other. 

Everyone is responsible for making your own accommodations/arrangements.  

We have scouted the area and will share what is available. 

There are some cottages and motel rooms available on and off Lake Greeson. Self 

Creek Lodge and Marina has 12 log-sided cottages that include both two and 

three bedroom floor plans, with fully equipped kitchens, washers and dryers, and 

stone fireplaces.  Off season rates apply in October:  3 bedroom/3 bath with lake 

view $235 (master suite has 1 king bed and all other bedrooms have 2 queen 

beds).  If this cottage is filled then $235 plus tax divided by 6 people would be the 

cost.  There are also 2 bedroom/2 bath cottages available at $200 per night. 

To check out The Cottages go to www.selfcreek.com or call 870-398-5000. 

The roadside Daisy Motel, also under the management of Self Creek Lodge and 

Marina is located along Hwy 70, 1/2 mile away from the lake and Self Creek Lodge 

and Marina (The Cottages). The Daisy Motel offers 6 regular rooms, 4 deluxe 

rooms, and a suite. Regular Rooms at The Daisy Motel feature single and double 



bed arrangements (queen and/or king beds only), for$69.99 nightly.  Free Wi-Fi, 

flat-screen televisions with DVD players, and coffee makers accompany all rooms.  

Prices go up for deluxe rooms and the suite. There are no off season rates for 

Daisy Motel.   

To check out The Daisy Motel, go to www.daisymotel.com or call 870-398-5000 

or 870-396-500. 

Kirby Landing Motel is located 3 miles out of Kirby going toward Daisy.  This motel 

is located 2 1/2 miles off Hwy 70 and 2 miles before you get to Daisy.  Each of the 

12 rooms offer queen size beds, a futon, dining table with four chairs, full kitchen 

with fridge, stove and microwave, flat screen TV’s with Dish Network 

programming and bathroom with tub / shower combo. 10 rooms have 2 beds and 

2 rooms are wheelchair accessible with one bed and walk-in shower. Each room 

also has a patio area with a table, four chairs and a view of the lake.  Off season 

rates apply:  $79.99 plus tax for the first night then $50 plus tax for the second 

and third nights. 

 

To check out Kirby Landing Motel to www.kirbylandingmarina.com and click on 

the lodging tab or call 870-398-4434. 

 

Camping 

 

There are several camping facilities near or in Daisy.  Daisy State Park is 1/4 mile 

south of Daisy off U.S. 70.  The entrance to the park is on East Park Road, turning 

left off hwy 70.  There are sites with electrical (30 and 50 amps) and water 

hookups.  There are clean, modern bathhouses and a sanitary dump station. 30 

amp hookups are $20 per night and 50 amp hookups are $25 per night.  All of the 

cost information came off their website so check www.arkansasstateparks/daisy/ 

for more information.  We did look at the camping sites and they are very nice. 

 

Self Creek / Jim Wylie Campground is located on the shores of Lake Gerson at 

4206 Hwy 70 West Daisy, AR.  It is operated by the US Corp of Engineers, open 

year round, electric only, restrooms, and showers.  Reservations must be made at 

least 3 days in advance.   Cost is around $13 / night.  Contact at (870) 285-2151 or 

google Lake Greeson Self Creek Jim Wylie Recreation Area 



Kirby Landing is a few miles away but also offers camping, more than 100 

campsites, each with 50-amp electrical hookup and water. Each site provides a 

picnic table, ground grill, pedestal grill and lantern pole. Other amenities include 

flush toilets, showers, drinking water, swim beach, playground, boat ramp and 

marina.  Contact number is (870) 285-2151. We could not get price on their 

website. 

 

 Meals 

 

Bring breakfast food (the only restaurant that serves breakfast is Sweetpea's in 

Kirby), trail snacks, food for trail lunches. 

 

A group meal is planned for Tuesday night at a local restaurant.  The final plans 

will be announced once we have a headcount of those attending. 

 

Currently Wednesday night everyone is on their own to either cook or drive into 

Glenwood for dinner.  Again this could change depending on how large / small the 

group is. 

 

Thursday after the hike as we head home those that want could stop in Glenwood 

to eat.  There are several good restaurants in Glenwood: The Fish Nest (large 

buffet plus menu dining), Ari's Little Italy, El Diamantes', Pizza Shack, and Ron's 

BBQ.  The Rocky Mountain Grill is located in Percy (between Glenwood and Hot 

Springs) and for those that have not eaten there it has great food.  If we had a 

large group interested we would probably need to make reservations.  Once again 

when we know the group size we will firm up the evening meals. 

 

Contacts 

 

Bo and Brenda Lea 

bolea66@gmail.com 

Bo cell 501-622-8809 

Brenda cell 501-622-7516 


