
Special Hike Flash:  Great Smoky Mountains 2016

Hikers,

Last spring in North Carolina, we discussed a return to the Great Smoky Mountains in May of 
2016. I am now in position to offer to lead that trip. Save the dates and start planning:

Destination:Great Smoky Mountains National Park
Dates:week of  May 8 - May 15, 2016
Lodging: Townsend, TN (near Cades Cove entrance to the park)

One of the (optional) highlights of the trip will be a night at the Mt. LeConte Lodge. This historic 
facility is a hike-in only lodge, with no electricity, no running water, and very rustic accommodations. 
It has a kitchen, however, that serves exceptional meals. Thanks to Donna Hill, who spent most of 
this past week on the phone, we have a reservation at the lodge -- for as many as 25 hikers on the 
night of Thursday, May 12, 2016.

For those who have been there before, rather than the individual cabins, we will have two three-
bedroom lodges. These beds, unfortunately are all doubles, except two, so we only get 25 people if 
everyone sleeps two to a bed. Realistically, if we get six couples and the rest singles, we can get 20 
people accommodated. Beds will be assigned on a first come, first served basis. Be aware that these 
are all bunk beds, with four people to a room -- one couple on the bottom and one couple on the 
upper. Each of the cabins has an extra single bunk in it somewhere.

The cost for this amazing experience depends on the final number, which depends on the mix of 
couples and singles. If we fill all 25 slots, it will be $155 per person ($310 per couple). It we get only
20 people (8 singles) it would be $195 per person. This include lodging, meals and tax. You get a 
complete dinner, and a full, hot breakfast. These people know how to feed hikers! The only "extra" is 
$11 for a "bottomless" glass of wine with dinner. We don't have to decide wine at this time, but if you
know you are going to want it, let me know. The hike up the mountain is free, as is the hike back 
down the next day. Neither hike is easy. I plan to take a different route coming down.

Based on recent trips, it is anticipated that this reservation will not meet the demand, so if you are 
interested, please let me know as soon as possible. Bed assignments will be made to the first people 
who put a check in my hand. I'll consider post-mark dates for those of you out of town. I have 
already paid for this reservation - for all 25 people. Due to the uncertainty in final numbers, however, 
I am asking only for a deposit of $100 per person to secure your reservation.

Please let me know by email as soon as possible if you are interested. You can follow that up with a 
check to secure your reservation. 

For the remainder of the week, we will have a large rented cabin in Townsend, TN, outside the park 
gate closest to Cades Cove. We will provide details on the rest of the trip in December or January. 
Other hiking will depend on the group going, but could include hikes we have done before, like 
Ramsey Cascade, and perhaps a day on the Appalachian Trail. I haven't been to "Rocky Top" in ten 
years; so that is a possibility. Waterfalls are everywhere in the Smokies, as are huge trees and lots of 
moss, ferns, and other green undergrowth. There is hiking of all levels, with over 900 miles of trail in 
the park. This will be a fun week, whether or not you do LeConte Lodge. Anyone who thinks they 
may be interested, with or without the LeConte Lodge option, please let me know -- the sooner he 



better.

The only thing to decide immediately, however, is whether you want to spend the night on top of Mt 
LeConte on May 12. If so, you must let me know quickly and get me $100 per person. We only have 
25 beds, and they will go quickly. If you want in on this adventure - act now.

Jim Gifford, Hike Leader, hike.arkansas@gmail.com
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