
SPECIAL HIKE FLASH 

Palo Duro Canyon State Park, Texas 
Overnight Mini-Trip March 6 – 10, 2016 

 
Palo Duro Canyon is located 25 minutes southeast of 
Amarillo. The canyon is 120 miles long, 800 feet deep, and 
is billed as the Grand Canyon of Texas. While it doesn’t 
possess the grandeur of its Arizona neighbor, it is the 

second largest canyon in the US, and a geological wonder in its own right.  OMH hikers that visited 
the park last January and March discovered exciting trails, unique rock formations and stunning 
vistas. It is so special we are departing from the normal three-day, two night format of our overnight 
hikes.  Instead, because of the day-long drive to Amarillo, we’ve planned three full days of hiking.  
Many of the trails are multi-use, so mountain bikers are welcome.  Most will want to stay in the 
designated motel in south Amarillo, but the RV sites are inviting, and there are camp sites as well.  
Canyon (nearby city of) has restaurants, antique shops, and a pioneer museum.  The park has a 
café, and a nice gift shop.  You are encouraged to visit the park website at www.texasstateparks.org, 
or just google Palo Duro State Park, TX.   
 
Palo Duro SP is popular, and visited most in March. The RV sites fill quickly. The purpose of this early 
Flash is to get a head count for motel reservations and to encourage RV’rs to reserve a site right 
away. Here are the details: 
 
Hike and Trip Leader: Rick Ericson richard.ericson@att.net  home: 501.922.0379 
RV/Camping site coordinator: Jeannie Eichler  jeannie.eichler@gmail.com 

 
Travel: 

 Arrive Sunday, March 6. The trip to Amarillo via I-40 is 600 miles, taking 10.5 hours including 
stops. RV’rs will travel another 30 miles, and must arrive at park headquarters prior to 5 
pm.  Arrange your own accommodations if taking more than one day to travel. Traveling on the 

weekend avoids construction delays on I-40. 
 

 Shuttle requirements from Amarillo to the park and to evening meals in Canyon: to be 

determined. Ride share for round trip, plus drive to dinner: $5.00 each day 
 

 Depart: Thursday morning, March 10 

 

Lodging and Meals 
 

 Hotel – Motel 

Rick will obtain a group rate at the Amarillo Comfort Suites and negotiate a block of rooms.  It will 
be helpful if those intending to stay here notify Rick immediately so he has some idea of how 
many rooms to reserve.  Last year, the rate for a single was $59 (plus 15% tax), and $69 for a 
double.  The price includes a hot breakfast.  There are motels closer to the park (in Canyon), but 
individual and group rates were significantly higher.  There are a limited number of CCC-built 
cabins in the park, but they are both primitive and expensive.  

 
 
 

http://www.texasstateparks.org/
mailto:richard.ericson@att.net


 RV/Camping 

You may reserve on line at www.tpwd.texas.gov/reserve  or call the reservation center at 1-512-
389-8900 (9 a.m. – 6 p.m. central time).    The group is arriving on Sun., March 6 and departing on 
Thursday, March 10.  Rates are $24/night plus $5/day use fee if you do not have the Texas 
pass.   These are water/electric sites but no sewer (there is a dump station).  Ask for the 50 amp 
sites (includes 20-30 amp) so you will be in either Mesquite or Sagebrush areas.   All sites are first 
come first served but after making your reservation email Jeannie Eichler.   She’s keeping a list of 
rigs and will turn that into the park office.   No guarantees, but they said they would do their best to 
put us all in the Mesquite Area.   This is where we were last year and it was great.   There’s a 
decent shower house here.   Tent sites $12/night.   Dogs allowed but you must provide proof of 
vaccination.   March is their busiest month so no not delay.   

 

 Meals 
 

Breakfast: at the motel for those staying Amarillo 
 

Lunch: Monday through Wednesday – Either a trail lunch on your own, or join us at the 
Park’s Trading Post for burgers, a snack, ice cream or other fare.  Lunch at the Trading 
Post is likely to be late, but there will still be time to do some short hikes or visit the gift 
shops after eating.     

 
Dinner: Everyone is on their own Sunday night, although we may try to put something 
together as a group once we’re on site.  Monday and Tuesday nights: In order to 
accommodate both the park and Amarillo groups, we will eat in Canyon, near the park.  
Wednesday night, the Amarillo crowd will group dine in Amarillo.  

  

 Hikes: More details on the hikes will be published to those that respond.  However, there are 
trails in the park that meet everyone’s endurance level, and because the trails are generally 
well marked, hikers declining longer events can turn around and head back at any time.  
 

 Note: there is a $5.00 a day per person use fee to be paid at the gate.  Rick will collect the fee 

each morning before departing the motel for the park and pay it lump sum to save time.  
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