
Special Hike Flash 
 

Proposed Summer Trip to Rocky Mountains National Park 
August 2016 

 
As of this writing, no plans have been developed for a summer trip. 
We haven’t hiked the RMNP since 2013, so Rick Ericson has offered 
to be Hike Leader for a late August event.  Since there are off-line 
groups planning other adventures around the country, the Board 
thought it prudent to survey interest.  Here’s the deal, though. Rick 
can do the hike and shuttle plans and lead the hikes, but doesn’t 
have the time right now to negotiate lodging, take deposits, and 
handle the associated communications. This has to be done now, so 
we need a Trip Leader.  Whether you volunteer to lead the trip or just 
want to hike, here are a few proposed details to help your thinking: 
 
When: August 22-27 (Check in and out on Sundays). Alternative: 
August 29 – Sept 3.  July/August rental rates are typically high, but 
sometimes we can negotiate off-season rates if we go late in August.  
It’s a two-day drive from Arkansas to Estes, three for RV’rs.  
  
Where: The group lodges, RV’s or camps in Estes Park or the 
National Park.  
 
What to expect: Spectacular hiking, awesome vistas.  Most treks 
are out and back, begin around 9,500 feet elevation and involve from 1000 to 2500 feet 
in gain. There will be alternate trails for those of lesser stamina, but most planned 
events are strenuous by virtue of effort and distance with no bail-outs. All trails are well 
groomed and well-marked. Parking is limited at some trailheads and goes to the early 
arrivers. Altitude is a factor and is taken into consideration in the hike plan. Generally 
speaking, these are not hikes for novices.  
 
Meals: We typically do potluck group meals at the lodges, one potluck meal at the 
Ericson’s cabin in nearby Allenspark, on-your-own nights (plenty of restaurants) and a 
last-night group meal at a restaurant.  Trip leaders are responsible for the meal plans. 
 
What you need: Weather in the Rockies is unpredictable any time of year.  Warm 
clothing, wind breakers and rain gear are required on every hike. The high altitude 
requires you to protect exposed skin from UV rays, and may result in altitude sickness 
symptoms such as headache, dizziness or nausea.   
 
Action items: Deadline for response – January 31 
 

• If you can be our Trip Leader, notify Rick  richard.ericson@att.net  

• If you would participate in an August trip, reply to Rick which dates you could 
attend.  If both dates are suitable, so state.  


