
Ouachita Mountain Hikers (www.omhikers.net)

Hike Flash – September 11, 2016

What's New on the Web Site?

The photos from the Welcome back Hike and Picnic are in the Photo Gallery, and there are new photos on the 
Home page. The most recent Hike Flash in both desktop and mobile formats may be found under the Current 
Activities tab.

Note: To view the web site, just click on the link beside “Ouachita Mountain Hikers” above.

Welcome New Members...

None this week.

Photos needed!

Please Email your photos from hikes to both our Historian, Ernie Weidenberger ernjac@gmail.com and Web 
Master, Tom Calhoun tom.calhoun3@gmail.com for inclusion in the yearbook and the photo gallery on the 
web site, respectively.

Reminder to Hikers...

Always notify the hike leader as early as possible if you intend to go on a hike. Let her know where you will 
meet the group: at one of the carpool locations or at the trailhead. Let him know if you have to cancel.

Important notice about your OMH annual dues

Annual club dues correspond with our hiking year. Dues for the 2016-2017 season are now due. If you have 
not already paid them, you can either pay at the Welcome Back Hike/Picnic or mail them to OMH, P.O. Box 
371, Hot Springs AR 71902. Dues are still only $5 per person per year or $50 per person for a lifetime 
membership (and you'll never have to worry about them again).

Thursday, September 15, 2016 Tompkins Bend Trail on Lake Ouachita Vista 
Trail (8 mi / Moderate to Difficult)

Hike Leader: Phil Simpson philhappy@suddenlink.net or 5015-922-3205  

Carpools:
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Hot Springs:   8:00 am    Sutherland's on Albert Pike (Carpool share $ 4)

HS Village:      8:00 am    West Gate (Cordoba Center) (Carpool share $ 5)

 Meet at: Trailhead on Mountain Harbor Road   9:00 am    

Directions:

From Hot Springs:  Go west on Highway 270 to Mountain Harbor Road.  Make a right turn on 
Mountain Harbor Road.  As you turn, you will see the Joplin Store on your right side.  As you drive 
north, you will pass a dirt road on your right side that leads to the Joplin Trail.  Keep on going past it 
for a few yards.  You will see a parking area on the left side of the road.  This is where we will start 
our hike.

From Hot Springs Village:  From west gate, turn north on Hwy 7 to Strawberry Rd (Hwy 192).  
Turn left and follow 192 to the end.  Turn left and follow 227 to Highway 270.  Make a right turn on it
and go west to Mountain Harbor Road.  

Make a right turn on Mountain Harbor Road.  As you turn, you will see the Joplin Store on your right 
side.  As you drive north, you will pass a dirt road on your right side that leads to the Joplin Trail.  
Keep on going past it for a few yards.  You will see a parking area on the left side of the road.  This is
where we will start our hike.

Bring:    Lots of Water; good boots or walking shoes; hiking sticks, sunscreen, bug repellent, rain 
gear.  Wear light clothing.

This is one of the most beautiful and clean trails on the LOViT Trail system.  You will see several 
beautiful fern beds and beautiful views of Lake Ouachita.  We will hike in a westerly direction for four 
miles and turn back in the opposite direction to the parking area.  Hikers wishing to do four miles on 
the trail can turn back when we completed the first two miles on it. 

Saturday September 17, 2016 Lake Sylvia Loop 5 miles – Moderate

Hike Leader:  Vanessa Edgar 922-4992  vedgar455@yahoo.com

Carpool:  8:30am at East gate/Cranford's parking lot (Ride share is $3.00)

Meet At:  9:15 am at trailhead  - there are restrooms near the campground

Directions: From the East Gate, travel east on Hwy 5 to Hwy 9 then to CR 234 (2 miles north of 
where Hwy & Hwy 10 merge).  After entering Lake Sylvia recreation area drive past campground and 
park in last parking area on left.

Details:  We will hike the full loop plus the spur to the overlook.  The leaves are still on so the 
overlook areas will not have the same views as wintertime but still a nice hike in the Ouachita Forest 
with some variety.  

Bring:  Plenty of water, hiking sticks, hiking boots/shoes, lunch, snacks, insect repellent. 
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Should be back by: Early afternoon.

Tuesday, Sept 13, 2016   OMH Trail Maintenance - Flatside Wilderness, MM 
168.8 to MM 170.6

Leader: Ralph Butler, 501-922-1916, rgbutler39@yahoo.com

Carpools: Hot Springs: 8:00 am, DeSoto Park on Hwy 7 

Meet at:  8:30 am Jessieville Ranger District Work Center 

Bring: Water, Boots, Work Gloves, Safety Glasses, Trail Snacks, and First Aid Kit.

Tools: Bring loppers or other tools that you prefer using. Tools will be provided to those 
needing them. 

Work Plan: This visit will be used to remove weed growth that has occurred because of the 
high rainfall this summer. We will remove several medium size trees that are laying across the 
trail. We will need to do the usual lopping of trees limbs along the trail and cleaning the water 
bars that prevent erosion of the trail. 

Please plan on helping provide trail maintenance in Flatside Wilderness as OMH continues to 
keep this section of the Ouachita Trail in good hiking condition. Please let Ralph know if you 
plan to work as soon as possible. 

Done By:  Mid-afternoon.

See You on the Trails,
Ouachita Mountain Hikers
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