
Ouachita Mountain Hikers (www.omhikers.net)

Hike Flash – January 15, 2017

What's New on the Web Site?

HIKE LEADERS: All of the Fall 2016 Hike Flashes are now available on the web site. (All of the 2015 and 
2016 Hike Flashes are there!) Select Hike Flash History under the Hiker's Reference tab.

The Minutes of the January Board Meeting may be found under the Admin tab.

As always, the most recent Hike Flash in both desktop and mobile formats may be found under the Current 
Activities tab.

HIKERS: On the Hiker's Corner page under the Hiker's Reference tab, we have a new page entitled 
Hiking at High Altitudes. Check it out!

Note: To view the web site, just click this link: www.omhikers.net.

Welcome New Members...

John Schwankhaus.

Photos needed!

Please Email your photos from hikes to both our Historian, Ernie Weidenberger ernjac@gmail.com and Web 
Master, Tom Calhoun tom.calhoun3@gmail.com for inclusion in the yearbook and the photo gallery on the 
web site, respectively.

HSNP Signage Meetings

Hot Springs National Park is holding meetings to discuss adding signage to the park’s trails.  The Park staff is 
interested in participation and feedback from OMHikers.  The meetings will be held at the Ozark Bathhouse on 
January 24, 2-4 pm, January 24, 7-9pm and January 29, 2-4 pm.

Safety Orange Club Shirts

There have been some requests for more of these shirts. When the previous batch was purchased we had to order in 
increments of 6 per size. We are considering ordering again, but will be taking pre-orders this time. The cost will be based on the
price the club pays for them, somewhere between $15-20. A sample shirt will be available at the Member Meeting this Thursday,
January 19th. If you are interested contact Marilyn Hall at mjhall74@gmail.com.
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Thursday, January 19, 2017 - OMH Trail Maintenance - Flatside Wilderness, 
MM 172.0 to MM 173.5 and MM 173.5 to 175.0 

Leader: Ralph Butler, 501-922-1916, rgbutler39@yahoo.com

Carpools: Hot Springs: 8:00 am, DeSoto Park on Hwy 7 

Meet at:  8:30 am Jessieville Ranger District Work Center 

Bring: Water, Boots, Work Gloves, Safety Glasses, Trail Snacks, and First Aid Kit.

Tools: Bring loppers or other tools that you prefer using. Tools will be provided to those 
needing them. 

Work Plan: We missed a trail maintenance day last month. We are hoping that we can make-
up that work with a larger enough crew to work in two directions; one and half miles each, 
starting at and returning to MM 173.5. This visit will be used primarily for lopping limbs and 
removing debris from the trail. We will clean and open water drains where needed.

Following trail work on the 19th, lunch at the Shack will be provided. 

Please plan on helping provide trail maintenance in Flatside Wilderness as OMH continues to 
keep this section of the Ouachita Trail in good hiking condition. Please let Ralph know if you 
plan to work as soon as possible. 

Should be back by:  Mid-afternoon.

Saturday, January 21, 2017 - Trail Maintenance – Hot Springs National Park

Hike Leader:  Bill Lammers (501-339-1755; bclammers84@gmail.com) 

Carpool: Hot Springs Village:  8:30am at West Gate/Century 21 parking lot (Ride share is $2.00)

Meet At:  9:00am – West Mountain-Mountain Top Trail trailhead where Whittington Ave. widens on the south 
side of Whittngton Park.  

Directions:
From the West Gate, turn South (left) on Hwy 7 and continue on Hwy 7 until you until you reach the “Y” 
intersection with Whittington Ave. just before the Arlington Hotel. Turn right onto Whittington Ave. Follow 
Whittington all the way until the end of the park and keep left. Turn left at the stop sign to stay on Whittington
Ave. on the opposite (South) side of the park. Where the road widens, there is a trailhead on the right.

From Hot Springs go North on Park Ave (Hwy 7) until you reach the “Y” intersection with Whittington Ave. just 
past the Arlington Hotel. Turn left onto Whittington Ave. Follow Whittington all the way until the end of the 
park and keep left. Turn left at the stop sign to stay on Whittington Ave. on the opposite (South) side of the 
park. Where the road widens, there is a trailhead on the right. 

Details: From the Whittington Park trailhead, we will hike 1 mile on Mountain Top Trail to the top of West 
Mountain. We will then turn right (West) onto Sunset Trail. We will begin maintenance when we arrive at the 
loop that goes around the towers on the top of the mountain. Maintenance will consist of pruning limbs, 
lopping limbs, cutting tall grass, moving fallen branches off of trail, and cutting a few small logs fallen on the 
trail. After working on the loop, we will hike back to the trailhead, doing any minor maintenance along the 
way. At approximately 11:30, those who are interested will decide where to each lunch.



Bring:  Water, hiking boots/shoes, hiking sticks if you prefer them for ascent and descent on Mountain Top 
Trail, and a snack. Bring any tools that you have to accomplish the maintenance tasks, including pruners, 
loppers, sling blade, and saw. If you want to help and do not have any of these tools, we will provide one for 
you. 

Should be back by: early afternoon.

See You on the Trails,
Ouachita Mountain Hikers


