
Ouachita Mountain Hikers (www.omhikers.net)

Hike Flash – February 05, 2017

What's New on the Web Site?

Under the Admin tab find the minutes of the most recent membership meeting.

As always, the most recent Hike Flash in both desktop and mobile formats may be found under the Current 
Activities tab. Also, check out the new photos on the Home page.

Note: To view the web site, just click this link: www.omhikers.net.

Welcome New Members...

Tracy Seals, Melissa Greaves, and Gary Eakin.

Photos needed!

Please Email your photos from hikes to both our Historian, Ernie Weidenberger ernjac@gmail.com and Web 
Master, Tom Calhoun tom.calhoun3@gmail.com for inclusion in the yearbook and the photo gallery on the 
web site, respectively.

Volunteers Needed - HSV Expo and Fair 

At our last board meeting it was decided that OMH will participate in both the HSV Golf and Recreation Expo 
on Feb 27th and the Hot Springs Village Community Fair on April 5th.

The Golf and Recreation Expo will be at the Coronado Center on Monday February 27, 2017 from 1:00 pm until
5:00 pm.

The Hot Springs Village Community Fair will be at the Coronado Center on Wednesday April 5, 2017 from 8:30 
am until 2:00 pm.

We need volunteers to man our booth at each of these events.  Please contact Theresa Keyser 
at theresadeano@yahoo.com if you are willing to man our booth for a 2 ½ - 3 hour time slot for one of these 
events.

Here are the time slots:

Monday, February 27: 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm; 2:30 pm – 5:00 pm.

Wednesday, April 5: 8:30 am – 11:00 am; 11:00 am – 2:00 pm.
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Thanks in advance for your help on this.

Safety Orange Club Shirts

There have been some requests for more of these shirts. When the previous batch was purchased we had to 
order in increments of 6 per size. We are considering ordering again, but will be taking preorders this time. 
The cost will be based on the price the club pays for them, somewhere between $15-20.  If you are interested
contact Marilyn Hall at mjhall74@gmail.com.

Thursday, February 9, 2017 - Mt. Magazine Trail From (or to) Cove Lake 
(10.5 miles – Moderate/Difficult)

Hike Leader: Brent Alexander phone: (870) 245-9009 email: excoacha@gmail.com

Carpool:        Hot Springs Village:  7:30 a.m. at West Gate/Century 21 parking lot (Ride share is $7.00). 
Others traveling from various locations plan accordingly. Hike leader will be driving from 
different direction. I will meet everyone at the lodge. Plan your own carpools.

1½ hour drive from west gate HSV to Mt. Magazine Lodge

Meet At:       9:00 a.m. – Lobby of Mt. Magazine Lodge (not visitor’s center).  

Directions:   From the West Gate, turn right & drive north on Hwy 7 to Ola. In downtown Ola, turn left on to 
Highway 10 to Danville. At the downtown intersection in Danville, turn right following Highway 
10 to Havana. At Havana, turn right on to Highway 309 to Mt. Magazine. To get to the lodge, 
turn left at the visitor’s center on to Mt. Magazine Road, the left again on to Lodge Road.

Details:          We will all meet at the lobby of the lodge at 9:00 a.m. I will be leading the group that leaves 
from Cove Lake about 10 miles further north on Highway 309. There may be some hikers that 
choose to hike the trail down the mountain to Cove Lake so we will make those arrangements 
at the lodge before we leave. Will need a hike leader to lead that group. We will plan to leave 
the trailhead at Cove Lake by 9:30 a.m. (for those going up). If hiking both directions, we will 
plan on a key swap. There is a parking area on Greenbench Road after 8.5 miles and before the
elevation gain begins if anyone wants to leave a vehicle here in case there are those that want 
to bail out here.

Description: Trail is moderate (relative easy hiking) until the last 1.5 miles when we begin the ascent up the 
mountain and then it’s nothing worse than we’ve hiked some other places. After about 9 miles, 
we’ll come into the campground, hike through it, then up to Signal Hill (highest point in 
Arkansas) then the .7 mile finishing the hike at the lodge. Trail is marked well with white 
diamond blazes. Total distance is 10.5 miles. Rated moderate to difficult only because of the 
distance and last 2 miles of elevation gain. There are no wet crossings. Should complete the 
trail in 4½-5 hours. Will eat lunch on the trail.

Bring:            Water, hiking sticks, hiking boots/shoes, lunch, snacks.

Return:         Restaurant in the lodge is open for those who want to stay and eat there. Otherwise, Fowler’s 
Restaurant in Danville (after turning back on to Highway 10 toward Ola) is always good fare for 
quicker and more casual dining.
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Should be back:  By late afternoon.

Saturday, February 11, 2017:  Hickory Nut Mountain on the Lake Ouachita 
Vista Trail (6 miles/moderate)

Hike Leader: Phil Simpson  501-922-3205 or philhappy@suddenlink.net

Carpools: Hot Springs Village - Meet outside of the West Gate at 8:00 A.M. (Cordoba Center- the parking area
in front of the HSV Visitor Center) ($4.00 carpool fee). Hot Springs -   Sutherland's (1831 Albert Pike Road Hot 
Springs) at 8:00 A.M. ($3.00 carpool fee).

Meet At:    Crystal Springs Campground at 9:00 A.M.  

Directions to TH: Here is how to get there.  Go west on Highway 270 to Crystal Springs.  From there, 
continue driving west until you reach the Charlton Camp Ground which is a few miles from Crystal Springs and 
on the right side of the road.  From there we will drive to Walnut Fork Road and the trailhead.  From there we 
will hike to the top of Hickory Mountain and back to our cars..       
Bring:  Plenty of water, hiking sticks, and snacks.

We should finish the hike before 1:00 P.M.

DAWN TO DUSK

SHUTTLE DRIVERS NEEDED

PLEASE CONTACT HIKE LEADER TO VOLUNTEER

for any of the following:

11 am Cedar Glades Road Trailhead

1:00 pm Blacksnake Road Trailhead

2:15 pm West Mountain Parking Area Trailhead

also looking for designated non-drinking drivers to

Shuttle hikers back to vehicles after Party at Rolando's

 

Hikers,

  It is only 2 weeks until Saturday, February 18, when Ouachita Mountain Hikers celebrate the annual 
running of Dawn-to-Dusk in Hot Springs National Park
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Dawn-to-Dusk 

Saturday, February 18th, Ouachita Mountain Hikers celebrate the Fifteenth annual running of  

"Dawn-to-Dusk in Hot Springs National Park".

"Dawn-to-Dusk" is the ultimate "flex hike"  -- designed as a single hiking event with something that appeals to any 
hiker.  The event has evolved since its inception into a series of consecutive hikes, lasting most of the day, and 
offering an opportunity to see lots of HSNP.  You can tailor your hike based on time, distance, or trail.  You can hike 
a long hike or a short hike.  Look at the detailed hike plan at the end of this message and find something to meet 
your hike objectives.  Even visiting friends, family, or grandchildren can enjoy this day.  It ends with a party - and 
food.  All OMH members are encouraged to join us just for the party, whether or not you hike.

This annual event is also a celebration of our very own National Park, the first land preserved by the US government
for the enjoyment of the people.  We celebrate the long relationship OMH has with the park -- regularly hiking their 
trails and providing a variety of volunteer services in return.  

This is also a very complicated event to plan, so please let the Hike Leader know as soon as possible your intention 
to participate.

 Dawn-to-Dusk in Hot Springs National Park

Date:    Saturday, February 18

Hike leader / contact:  Joy Linker    (501-915-8066)  Please leave message and I will return your call.  
(joyfullymovin@gmail.com)

Distance:       Your choice

            ** Do you like short hikes?  You can do as little as 1.4 miles or 3 miles, or 5 miles.

            ** Do you like long hikes? If you normally don't hike on Saturdays because the hikes are too short-  this is 
a long hike.  You can do 7 or 10, or all 14 miles!  

Difficulty:      "Mixed, Mostly Moderate” 

            (but... there are several long climbs; each section is rated below.)

Meet at:         Pick a Time; Pick a Place

            Get up early or sleep in - your choice.

** 8:00 am is the first leg - meet at Fordyce Bath House Visitor’s Center.

 We will proceed according to the schedule below, with folks dropping in and out along the way.

 ** 8:00 am too early for Saturday?  Meet us at 9:15 at the Gorge, or 9:45 at Desoto Park.  Want an afternoon 
hike?  Meet us at 1:00 pm at Black Snake Rd.

** We will wait at each junction listed until the designated times, so people can join us.

** Shuttles will be provided at all major trail heads (indicated on the plan below) to take you back to your starting 
point.

A “rabbits Group” will take off and do all fourteen miles with no waiting required. This year at the request of the 
“rabbits”  to end at the same time as the rest of the hikers so that all can party together, the “Rabbits” will meet at 
the Fordyce Bath House Visitor's Center at 9:00am.  There will be no bailout or shuttle service for the 



Rabbits.  

**9:00 am Rabbits takeoff at Fordyce Bath House Visitor's Center.

Food:     Now that I have your attention....

**Following this hike, we will proceed to Rolando's – for food, drink, and fun.  

Rolando's is at 210 Central Ave, near the foot of Canyon Trail, where the hike will end.  Anyone who hikes, any time 
during the day is welcome to join us.  In fact, anyone is welcome to join us, whether you hike or not. 

** For those hiking significant portions of the day, the plan is to carry lunch and eat lunch on the trail.  Except for 
the "rabbit group", we will stop for lunch at Balanced Rock, one of the most remote and beautiful formations in 
the park.  The rock is about half way between Cedar Glades and Blackfork Trail heads, so this will put it just about 
noon.

Individual Plans:   ** Get creative

Make it a special day by creating your own plan.  Have breakfast in town before the hike? Hike to Desoto Park and 
eat at Mickey's?  Hike the first leg and the last leg; take a nap in between? Start the course backwards and turn 
around when you meet us?

IMPORTANT:  Please let me know your intentions as soon as possible. This is a complex event to plan so the 
sooner I have a good idea of participation the better I can plan it.  To insure we have shuttles available, I must 
know how many people anticipate hiking each leg and expect shuttle rides from each trailhead back to their starting
point.  

Reservations for shuttle rides will close on Wednesday, February 15.  If you don’t tell me your intentions, I
cannot guarantee a ride.  If you can buddy up and provide your own shuttles, you simplify the planning task and 
won’t have to wait for others -- but please let me know.    

When you check in, I need to know four things.  Please tell me:  

            (1) Where you intend to start; 

            (2) where you intend to finish; 

            (3) if you desire shuttle service; and 

             (4) whether you intend to join us at Rolando's.*

*Rolando's needs a head count by Tuesday, February 14

 Hike leader / contact:  Joy Linker    (501-915-8066)   ( joyfullymovin@gmail.com ) .

Hike Plan  "Dawn-to-Dusk 2017":

8:00am    HSNP Visitor's Center (Fordyce Bath house)                   Start

   -- Promenade / Dogwood Trail / Goat Rock Trail to GG     (2.9 miles/Moderate)                              

9:15am    Gulpha Gorge Amphitheater                                

   -- Sunset Trail to Desoto Park       (0.7 miles/Easy)                             Cum mileage:    3.6       

9:45am    Desoto Park                                                  ** Shuttle                                    



   -- Sunset Trail to CedarGlades     (3.3 miles/Moderate)                       Cum mileage:    6.9   

11:15 am   Cedar Glades Road Trail Head                     ** Shuttle          

   -- Sunset Trail to Blacksnake       (2.8 miles/Mod-Difficult)                    Cum mileage:    9.7

1:00 pm   Blacksnake Road Trail Head                         ** Shuttle          

    -- Sunset Trail to West Mt          (2.9 miles/Moderate-Difficult)             Cum mileage:   12.6

2:15 pm   West Mountain Parking Area Trail Head         ** Shuttle         

   -- West Mountain Trails to Central     (1.5 miles/Easy)                            Cum mileage:   14.1  

3:00 pm   Rolando's (210Central Ave)                              ** Shuttle                         

            Party Time !!

 ** Shuttle:  Trailheads with this note will have shuttle service available for those persons dropping out of the hike
at this point.  IF you tell us your plans ahead of time, we will take you back to your car, at any of the prior start 
points.  Shuttle Reservations must be made by Wednesday, February 15.

See You on the Trails,
Ouachita Mountain Hikers


