
Special Hike Flash – Alaska National Parks – July 2018 

Hike Leaders: Ralph Butler, ralphgbutler@gmail.com, 501-922-1916 and Carolyn Fuller, 

carolyn.b.fuller@gmail.com, 318-547-3046 

We are in the planning stage of a trip to Alaska to visit and hike in the National Parks. This trip 

will include visits to the eight national parks in Alaska and one national historic park. The 

details of the trip have not been fully worked. An important piece of information needed is the 

number of people that are likely to take part in this adventure. Four parks in the planned visit 

have hiking trails for exploring the beauty of the area. Four parks do not have hiking trails for 

day hiking and must be explored from an airplane or a boat. The one national historic park has 

a 33 mile trail that runs from Dyea AK to Bennett BC. Carolyn is planning to do a 5 day 

backpack along this trail. We are expecting that everyone taking part in this trip will not want to 

do all of the parks.  

The first part of the trip will be to parks where day hiking can be done. The second part of the 

trip will visit the parks where only flightseeing can be done. The third part of the trip will be the 

backpacking adventure. The duration of the trip could be a month or more, but shorter if 

participants only plan to do fewer parks. The adventure will begin July 1, 2018. 

The plan is to fly to Juneau and do some hiking around Juneau. We will ferry or fly to Glacier 

Bay National Park to do hiking and boat tours. We will fly to Anchorage, rent a car and drive 

east to Wrangell-St Elias National Park; do hiking in the park then drive back to Anchorage. 

From there, the plan is to drive south along the Seward Scenic Highway to Kenai Fjords 

National Park, hike the Harding Icefield Trail, and do some flightseeing. We will drive back 

Anchorage, then drive north to Talkeetna, a quaint little town between Anchorage and Denali 

National Park. The adventure in Talkeetna includes boat tours and flightseeing. The last park 

in the first part of the trip will be Denali National Park. The plan is to explore the park on hiking 

trails. 

The second part of the trip involves driving north to Fairbanks and meeting Outfitters that will 

make flights to Gates of the Arctic and Kobuk Valley National Parks. These parks are within 

the Arctic Circle and do not have maintained hiking trail. The exploration will be done by 

flightseeing. The last two parks will be visited by returning to Anchorage and meeting Outfitters 

that will make flights to Lake Clark and Katmai National Parks. As before these parks do not 

have hiking trails and exploration is done by flightseeing. 

The expectation is that most people will return home at this point, if they did not do so after the 

first part. Returning home will be done by flying out of Anchorage. Carolyn Fuller will fly back to 

Juneau from Anchorage, then travel to Klondike Gold Rush National Historic Park, to do the 33 

mile backpack to British Columbia. She will take the train back to Klondike Gold Rush and fly 

home from Juneau. 

This is an overview of the travel plan; dates, lodging, and activities have not been fully worked 

out. If you might be interested in making this trip, contact Ralph Butler or Carolyn Fuller. 

Please indicate which parts of trip that you are interested in doing; whether it is, the first part 

only, the first and second part only, all three parts, or only the third part. Because the travel 

plan will be complicated and logistics difficult, participation will be limited, so the earlier that 

you can give notice that you will participate, the more likely that you can be accommodated.  


